Ricketts

New Bedford of the Past (1903), published
posthumously. His first book of verse, The Au-
tumn Sheaf, a Collection of Miscellaneous Poems
(1869), was followed in 1873 by The Factory
Bell and Other Poems, inspired by sympathy
for working people. Two posthumous volumes,
Daniel Ricketson and His Friends (1902), and
Daniel Ricketson, Autobiographic and Miscel-
laneous (1910), edited by his daughter and son,
Anna and Walton Ricketson, contain many of
his letters, poems, sketches, and other writings.

[In addition to the two volumes prepared by Ricket-
son's son and daughter, see: F. B. Sanborn, Henry D.
Thoreau (1882) and The Life of Henry David Thoreau
(1917) ; H. S.^Salt, The Life of Henry David Thoreau
(1890); Familiar ^Letters of Henry David Thoreau

Descendantst vol. II (1932) ; Boston Transcript, July
18, 1898.]                                              W.M.E.

RICKETTS, JAMES BREWERTON (June

21, i8i7-Sept. 22, 1887), Union soldier, the son
of George R. A. and Mary (Brewerton) Rick-
etts, was born in New York City. An ancestor,
William Ricketts, member of an old English fam-
ily, settled in the Jerseys in early colonial days.
James was appointed a cadet to the United States
Military Academy from New York on Sept, i,
1835, and was graduated on July I, 1839, com-
missioned second lieutenant, ist Artillery, and
assigned to duty on the Canadian frontier, He
served at various stations in New York and
Maine until the outbreak of the Mexican War in
1846, when he was transferred with his regiment
to General Taylor's army in Mexico; he took
part in the battles of Monterey and Buena Vista.
From 1847 to 1861 he served at different stations
throughout the United States and participated
in hostilities against the Seminole Indians in
Florida in 1852. He was promoted to the rank
of first lieutenant on Apr. 21, 1846, and to cap-
tain on Aug. 3, 1852. At the beginning of the
Civil War he commanded a battery in General
McDowell's army. At Bull Run, on July 21,

1861,  he was dangerously wounded and taken
prisoner, being exchanged after six months for
a  Confederate  officer.  For  his  distinguished
service at Bull Run he was appointed brigadier-*
general of volunteers.  He recovered sufficiently
from his wounds to return to duty on May 8,

1862,  and was assigned to command a division
in General McDowell's corps with which he
fought at Cedar Mountain and Manassas.

In September 1862, his division became part
of General Hooker's corps and participated in
the battles of South Mountain and Antietam
where he was again seriously wounded. He re-
mained with his division until October when his

Ricord

injuries compelled him to leave the field, and 1
served on court martial duty until March 186
He now took command of a division in Genen
Sedgwick's corps and fought in the battle of tt
Wilderness, at Spotsylvania, North Anna, Co]
Harbor, and Petersburg until July 6, 1864, whe
his corps was hurried towards Washington t
intercept General Early's advance on that citj
In the battle of Monocacy which followed, Rick
etts was conspicuous for his gallantry. Gen. Le\
Wallace, the Union commander said: ". . . th
splendid behavior of Ricketts and his men in
spired me with confidence" (War of the Rebel
lion: Official Records, Army, I ser., XXXVII
pt.   i,   197). With his division Ricketts nov
joined General Sheridan's army in the Shenan
doah Valley. At the decisive battle of Cedai
Creek on Oct. 19, 1864, he was temporarily it
command of the VI Corps, which he was ablj
conducting when he was wounded for the sixtf
time by a bullet that passed through his chest
Even this wound did not dispirit the heroic gen-
eral. By April 1865, he was again able to com-
mand his division.

After the war he commanded a district in Vir-
ginia until he was discharged as a brigadier-
general of volunteers on Apr. 30, 1866, revert-
ing to the grade of major in the regular army.
In January 1867 he was retired as a major-gen-
eral for wounds received while in command of
a corps. He was brevetted five times for gallant
and meritorious services. After his retirement he
made his home in Washington, D. C, where he
died after much suffering from his old wounds.
He was twice married, first, in 1840, to Harriet
Josephine Pierce, daughter of Col. B. K. Pierce,
who died, leaving one child, and in 1856, to
Frances Lawrence, daughter of J. T. Lawrence,
of Jamaica, of which union two of five children
survived.

[Information from the family; G. W. Cullum, Bicg.
Reg. . . . U. S. Mil. Acad. (1891) ; Henry J. Hunt,
memorial in Annual Reunion, Asso. Gratis*, U. S. Mil,
Acad., 1888; Harper's Weekly Nov. 12, 1864; Frank
Leslie's Illustrated Newspaper, Jan. n, j86a; Army
and Navy Reg., Sept. 24, 1887 ; N. Y. Times, Se

1887.]

Sept.
SJ.H.

RICORD, FREDERICK WILLIAM (Oct.
7, iSip-Aug. 12, 1897), man of letters, public
official, was born on the island of Guadeloupe,
the son of Jean Baptiste and Elizabeth ( Stryfcer)
Ricord. On his mother's side he was seventh in
descent from Jan Strycker of Rumen, province
of Drenthe, United Netherlands, who settled with
his family at New Amsterdam in 1652 and later
founded the village of Midwout (Flatbush) on
Long Island. His father was a physician and a
brother of the famous Philippe Ricord
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